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T-Jhen  future  historians  render  their  verdicts  on  the  recejitly 
passed  decade  of  the  sixties,  surely  it  will  be  pointed  to  as  a 
time  when  scholars  once  again  discovered  the  city.  Not  since  the 
Progressive  Era  before  the  First  World  ¥ar  has  such  an  upsurge  of 
concern  occurred  over  urban  life.   Discussion  of  urban  problems 


by  the  academic  sector  reflects  a  tradition  that  took  hold  after 

2 
the  First  ¥orld  War  at  the  University  of  Chicago.   Today  a 

perusal  of  Urban  Affairs  Quarterly  reveals  an  increasing  number 

■5«-An  abbreviated  version  of  this  essay  originally  appeared  as  "In 
Search  of  Urban  History,  or  I-Jhat's  New?"  Committee  on  Sociological 
History  Nei^rs letter,  2; 2,  May  1972,  pp.  $-6. 

hlay  Lubove.  "The  Tvrentieth-Century  City;  The  Progressive  as 
Municipal  Reformer,"  Mid -America,  i|l:ii,  October  19S9,   pp.  195-209, 
and  Otis  A.  Pease,  "Urban  Reformers  in  the  Progressive  Era;  A 
Reassessment,"  Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly,  62; 2,  April  1971, 
pp.  U9-58. 

2 

James  E.  Short,  (ed.).  The  Social  Fabric  of  the  Metropolis, 

Contributions  of  the  Chicago  School  of  Urban  Sociology,  Chicago, 
1971. 
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of  urban  institutes,  centers,  and  bureaus  being  started  at  colleges 

3 
and  xiniversities . 

IJhile  the  principal  focus  of  academic  urbanologists   is  in  the 
realm  of  resolving  the  problems  of  today  and  tomorrow,  historically- 
minded  thinkers  also  have  a  contribution  to  make.     According  to 
Stephan  Thernstrcm,  a  one-time  associate  of  the  H.I  .T  .-Harvard 
Joint  Center  for  Urban  Studies,  historical  analysis  offers  allied 
social  scientists  with   "intermediate  or  Icvr-level  generalizations 
about  social  phenomenon."     He  goes  on  to  add  that  once  such 
findings  are  passed  beyond  the  disciplinary  boimdary  of  historj^ 
they  are  tested,  redefined,  and  expanded  to  a  point  of  abstraction 
where  they  no  longer  remain  of  interest  to  the  historian  even 

though  they  continue  to  serve  a  useful  function  to  related  social 

h 
sciences . 

Professor  Thernstrom,  as  well  as  other  urban  historians,  have 

addressed  themselves  to  audiences  which  extend  beyond  the  limited 

bounds  of  their  own  discipline.   Conversely,  sociologists  and 

-^The  March  number  of  UAQ  included  an  annual  directory.  Illuminating 
on  the  subject  is  Urban  Education,  6;1,  April  1971^  which  is  devoted 
to  the  theme,  "The  University  and  the  City;  Current  Perspectives 
on  Urban  Studies  and  Higher  Education,"  (ed.)  David  Popenoe. 

^Stephan  Thernstrom.   "Quantitative  Methods  in  History:  Some  Notes," 
in  Sociolog:^r  and  History;  Methods,  (ed.)  Seymour  Martin  Lipset  & 
Richard  Hofstader,  New  York,  1968,  71.  Also  see  Richard  E.  Dewey, 
"The  Undergraduate  Program  in  Urban  Studies,"  Urban  Education, 
6:1,  April  1971,  51?  on  the  role  of  historically-oriented  courses 
in  the  curriculums . 

^Thernstrom's  Poverty,  Planning,  and  Politics  in  the  New  Boston; 
The  Origins  of  AECD,  New  York,  1969,  gives  him  credentials  as  an 
urbanologist .  Other  examples  of  contributions  by  urban  historians 
to  interdisciplinary,  social  scientific  urbanology  include: 
Sam  Bass  Warner,  Jr.,  (ed.).  Planning  for  a  Nation  of  Cities, 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  1967j  Robert  M.  Fogelson,  Violence  as 
Protest,  A  Study  of  Riots  and  Ghettoes,  Garden  City,  1971j  and, 
Eric  E.  Lampard,  "The  Evolving  System  of  Cities  in  the  United 
States:  Urbanization  and  Economic  Development,"  in  Issues  in 
Urban  Economics,  (eds.)  Harvey  S.  Perloff  &  Lowden  Uingo,  Jr., 
Baltimore,  1968,  BO-lUO. 
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geographers  have  been  discussing  the  city  from  their  respective 
disciplinary  perspectives,  while  at  the  same  time  adding  a 
historical  dimension  to  their  research.   All  would  agree,  no 
doubt,  with  historian  Herbert  G.  Gutman  that,  "...  however 
carefully  the  present  is  studied,  and  however  refined  the 

techniques  or  analysis,  the  present  city  is  not  fully 

7 

comprehended  if  the  past  is  ignored  or  distorted." 

Of  course  there  is  no  universal  mode  for  urban  historians . 
To  the  contrary,  methodological  and  conceptual  articles  proliferate, 
Indeed,  a  dialogue  has  been  struck  which  engages  scholars  out- 
side the  United  States  in  an  ongoing  colloquy  over  reaching  an 
acceptable  definition.  As  one  urban  historian  has  put  it, 
"...  legions  are  at  work  on  endless  and  often  minute  research 
projects,  but  no  grand  framework  of  the  American  urban  past 
and  its  impact  on  American  society  and  culture.  ..appears." 


^rban  sociologist  Leo  F.  Schnore  has  actually  collaborated  with 
urban' historians  on  research  projects,  such  as:  Schnore  &  Eric  E. 
Lampard,  "Social  Science  and  the  City:  A  Survej^  of  Research  Needs," 
in  Urban  Affairs  Annual  RevievT,  Vol.  1,  Urban  Research  and  Policy 
Planning,  (eds.)  Leo  F.  Schnore  &  Henry  Fagin,  Beverly  Hills,  1^57, 
21-U8|  Schnore  &  Peter  R.  Knights,  "Residence  and  Social  Structure: 
Boston  in  the  Ante-Bellum  Period, "  in  Nineteenth-Century  Cities, 
Essays  in  the  New  Urban  History,  (eds.)  Stephan  Thernstrom  & 
Richard  Sennett,  New  Haven,  1969,  2l;7-257.  The  Thernstrom/Sennett 
anthology  also  represents  a  collaboration  between  urban  historian 
and  sociologist.  Ti-jo  examples  of  urban  geography  x^rritt en  in  his- 
torical perspectives  are  the  following  studies:  David  Ward, 
Cities  and  Immigrants,  A  Geography  of  Change  in  Nineteenth  Century 
America,  New  York,  1971j  Allan  R.  Pred,  Spatial  Dynamics  of  U.S. 
Urban- Indus  trial  GroTfrth.  160Q-I9lli5  Cambridge,  ^lassachusetts,  1966. 
The  writings  of  Schnore,  Sennett,  Ward,  and  Pred,  it  should  be 
noted,  have  frequently  found  their  way  into  the  spate  of  urban 
history  anthologies  published  over  the  past  five  years. 

^Herbert  G.  Gutman.  "Class,  Status,  and  Community  Pcr-jer  in  Nine- 
teenth-Century American  Industrial  Cities — Paters  en.  New  Jersey: 
A  Case  Study,"  in  The  Age  of  Industrialism  in  America,  Essays  in 
Social  Structure  and  Cultural  Values,  (ed.)  Frederic  Cople  Jaher, 
New  York,  196tr,  2B2.  Also  refer  to  Park  Dixon  Goist,  "History 
and  Urban  Problems,"  Urban  &  Social  Change  Review,  ii:l.  Fall  1970, 
23ff. 

^Stuart  M.  Blumin.   "In  Pursuit  of  the  American  City,"  Journal  of 
Interdisciplinary  History,  2:1,  Summer  1971,  173. 
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The  quest  for  a  satisfactory  definition  reaches  back  thirty 
years  to  William  Diamond  's   landmark  article,    "Cn  the  Dangers  of  an 
Urban  Interpretation  of  History."     Alluding  to  the  manner  in  uhich 
historians  distorted  Turner's    "frontier  thesis,"  he  iTas  alarmed 
by  the  overly  inclusive  of  the  field  advanced  by  the  pioneer  urt:n 
historians,  particularly  Arthur  M.  Schlesinger,  St.     Diamond  con- 
tended that  it  would  be  ill-conceived  to  suggest  that  virtually 

every  historical  event  or  phenomenon  within  the  limits  of  a  city 

9 
qualified  as  urban  history. 

The  validity  of  Diamond's  judgment  can  best  be  measured  by 

the  evolution  of  a  more  precise,  but  nonetheless  tentative, 

definition.     The  economic  historian  Eric  E.  Lampard,  who  has 

ascribed  to  himself  the  role  of  a   "critic"  rather  than  a 

"practicing"  urban  historian,  deserves  recognition  for  an  ongoing 

series  of  methodological  essays .     Beginning  in  1955,  he  urged  that 

cities  be  examined  as   "...a  continuum  of  many  interacting 

elements . . .a  culturally  ordered  and  transmitted  whole . "     In  drder 

to  comprehend  the  city  in  its  entirety,   Lampard  called  for  the 

utilization  of  demographic  and  sociological  data  in  urban  research, 

similar  to  that  applied  by  the  urban  sociologist  Leo  F.  Schnore, 

his  sometime  collaborator.     Specifically,  he  wrote  in  1963,  \irban 

historians  should   "explore  possible  interrelationships  betvjeen 

the  phenomenon  of  population  concentration  and  certain  apparent 

trends   in  social  organization,  structvire,  and  behavior." 

9 
William  Diamond.      "On  the  Dangers  of  an  Urban  Interpretation  of 

History, "  in  Historiography  and  Urbanization;     Essays   in  American 

History  in  Hoiior  of  V.  Stull  Holt,  (ed.)  Eric  F.  Goldman, 

Baltmorc,  1971,   67-108. 
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Lampard  adds,  in  his  most  recent  contribution,  that  "these 
structures  will,  in  turn,  serve  as  yardsticks  against  which  the 

local  historian  can  identify  and  measure  the  characteristics  of 

10 
particular  populations." 

That  Lampard 's  approach  relies  upon  a  large  store  of 

empirical  data  has  not  been  acclaimed  universally.  Roy  Lubove, 

a  historian  of  urban  social  institutions,  has  been  especially 

critical,  observing  in  a  196?  article  that,  "The  ecological 

complex  in  practice  frequently  loses  sight  of  the  city  as  an 

artifact."  Contending  that  "subjective,  attitudinal  variables" 

have  an  important  function  in  the  writing  of  urban  history, 

Lubove  xTould  replace  the  x-rord  urbanization,  which  is  utilized 

by  Lampard,  and  in  its  place  use  the  term  city -building. 

Nevertheless,  this  critique  certainly  does  not  pose  the  two  at 

a  methodological  counterpoint!  rather,  Lubove  has  added  an 

important  dimension  to  the  corpus  of  theory  that  Lampard  has 

been  developing  since  1955*  They  appear  in  fundamental  agreement, 

in  fact,  over  the  failure  of  historians  to  analyze  what  Lubove 

describes  as  "...the  process  of  city-building  over  time." 

Moreover,  in  Lampard 's  1970  essay  —  that  is  must  reading  for 

serious  students  of  urban  history  —  he  has  ackncT'Tledged  his 

IQRespective  quotes  from  Lampard:   "The  History  of  Cities  in 
Economically  Advanced  Areas,"  Economic  Development  and  Cultural 
Change,  3,  Januar3''  1955 j  85|  "Urbanization  and  Social  Change j  on 
Broadening  the  Scope  and  Relevance  of  Urban  History, "  in  The 
Historian  and  the  City,  (eds.)  Oscar  Handlin  &  John  Burchard, 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  I963,  233ff|  and  "The  Dimensions  of 
Urban  History;  A  Footnote  to  the  'Urban  Crisis',"  Pacific 
Historical  RevieiT,  39s3,  August  1970,  269.  Peter  R.  Knights, 
The  Plain  People  of  Boston,  I83O-I86O;  A  Study  in  City  GrcT>Tth, 
New  York,  1971,  represents  an  application  of  the  conceptualization 
advanced  by  Lampard  and  Schnore,  under  whom  the  study  was 
originated  as  a  doctoral  dissertation  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  Madison.  For  a  perceptive  essay -review  of  the  Knights 
volume  see  John  Modell's  piece  in  Historical  Methods  Newsletter, 
6:1,  December  1972,  26-33. 
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critics,  and  in  some  instances  incorporated  their  suggestions 
into  his  own  conceptual  framework. 

Building  at  least  in  part  on  concepts  advanced  by  Lampard, 
Stephan  Thcrnstrom  has  proclaimed  the  epoch  of  the  "new"  urban 
history.  Its  objective,  he  ifjrites,  is  that  of  seeking  an 
explanation  as  to  "hovi  and  why  the  complex  changes  suggested  by 
the  concept  'urbanization'  reshaped  society."  Thernstrom  does 
caution,  nevertheless,  against  the  obvious  tendency  to  propose  a 
definition  that  will  be  too  exclusive  in  its  application.   "It  is 
important, ..to  recognize,"  he  asserts,  "that  most  of  the  subjects 
that  have  preoccupied  the  new  urban  historians ..  .are  not  confined 
to  the  city,  and  should  not  be  approached  as  if  they  were."  The 
conclusion  drawn  by  Thernstrom,  as  x<rell  as  Sam  Bass  Warner,  Jr., 
another  prolific  contributor  to  the  methodological  literature, 
amounts  to  the  fact  that  urban  history  is  simply  a  division  of 
social  history.  Indeed,  urban  historian  Lynn  H.  Lees  suggests 
that  case  studies  of  whole  cities  be  eschewed  temporarily  for 
lack  of  rigorous  conceptualization,  with  attention  being  devoted 
instead  to  an  intensified  examination  of  specific  processes  of 

social  change,  i.e.,  social  mobility,  family  structure,  violence, 

12 
etc.,  within  geographic  settings. 

llRoy  Lubove.  "The  Urbanization  Process:  An  Approach  to  Historical 
Research,"  Journal  of  the  Institute  of  American  Planners,  33:1, 
Januarj"-  196?,  36,  and  lampard,  "The  Dimensions  of  Urban  History, " 
272-276.  For  misgivings  similar  to  Lubove 's  see  S.  G.  Checkland, 
"Toward  a  Definition  of  Urban  History,"  in  The  Study  of  Urban 
History,  (ed.)  H.  J.  Dyos,  London,  1968,  3h9;   lampard  replies  in 
his  review  of  the  Dyos  volume  in  Urban  History  Newsletter,  No.  11, 
University  of  Leicester,  December  1969,  20ff .  For  an  appraisal  of 
Lampard 's  contribution  see  Charles  Tilly,  "The  State  of  Urbaniza- 
tion," Comparative  Studies  in  Society  &  History,  10:1,  October 
1970,  103f. 

-'■^Stephan  Thernstrom.   "Reflections  on  the  Hew  Urban  History," 
Daedalus,  100:2,  Spring  1971,  359-362,  and  Sam  Bass  V/arner,  Jr., 
in  a  review  contributed  to  Journal  of  American  History,  $7 '.3 > 
December  1970,  73 7f.;  Lynn  H.  Lees,  "From  the  History  of  Cities 
to  the  History  of  Society,"  Urban  &  Social  Change  Review,  6:1, 
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It  is  most  appropriate  to  conclude  by  turning  to  Michael  H. 
Frisch,  xfho  has  issued  a  sober  reminder  to  his  felloxT  urban 
historians.     Pointing  to  the  trend  of   "looking  away"  from  the 
parent  discipline  in  order  to  render  a  coherent  arrangement  of 
urban  data,  he  accepts  the  efficacy  of  employing  social  scientific 
tools  such  as  behavioralism  and  quantification  as  modes  of 
analysis.    But  his  observations  are  starkly  neo-revisionist, 
on  a  methodological  level,  in  light  of  much  that  precedes  them 
in  that  Frisch  emphaticallj'-  beckons  urban  historians  to  consider 
"basic  and  historical  questions"  as  their  alpha  and  omega.     Once 
all  the  operational  issues  are  ansx'jered,  he  writes,  the  ultimate 
goal  must  be  a  final  product  premised  upon  sound  historical 
principles . 


^Michael  H.  Frisch.      "American  Urban  History:     Reflections  on 
Recent  Trends,"  Annales;     E.S.C.,   25:1;,  July-August  1970,   893- 
8961  a  condensed  version  of  this  essay  appears  in  Frisch 's 
Town  Into  City;     Springfield,  Massachusetts,  and  the  Meaning  of 
Community,   I8UO-IBB0,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,   1972,  3f .     The 
review-essay  by  Modell,  cfn.  10,   is  skeptical  of  Frisch 's 
admonitionj  it  should  be  read,  hoi-jever,  in  conjvinction  with 
Peter  R .  Knights '  review  of  Tox-m  Into  City  in  Journal  of 
American  History,  59s U,  Iferch  1973,  1007ff . 
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